UPLINK

LESSON 23
Christian Unity

A\
i

MATCHING (write the number of the text by the summary that corresponds)

1.2 Corinthians 5:16-17
2.John 17:20-23
3.Colossians 3:11-17

4 Romans 12:3-8

5.1 Corinthians 12:12-31
6.Matthew 18:15-18
7.Ephesians 2:13, 19-22; 4:1-6

The members of Christ’'s church will pattern their lives after Christ, result-
ing in a healthy growing church, where His character of love is a compas-
sionately portrayed.

___Whenever issues arise in the church as they surely will, Jesus instructs
us to act in love, avoid gossip and keep the matter as private as possible.
Even if the person in the wrong refuses correction we are to continue to
love, pray for and work for their salvation.

Our call in the church is to humility like that of Jesus where we accept our
roles and gifts given us by God and serve each other with all our heart.

When we are “In Christ” we realize that our old way of evaluating people
based on the world’s standards is no longer relevant or acceptable.

Unity in the church will never sacrifice truth. The desire to down play
differences and unite, based on commonalities, must be thoroughly re-
searched so that no compromises are made from truths of the Bible.

Unity is very highly prized by God. The fact is that Jesus prayed that we
would be so close to each other and to God that it would be after the pat-
tern of His own relationship with His Father.

____The Church is to work like a team where there are many members with
different roles but a common goal. Though different each member is val-
ued equally and cared for with concern regardless of which role they have
been given on the team by God.
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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH
The church is one body with many members, called from every nation, kin-

dred, tongue, and people. In Christ we are a new creation; distinctions
of race, culture, learning, and nationality, and differences between high
and low, rich and poor, male and female, must not be divisive among

us. We are all equal in Christ, who by one Spirit has bonded us into one
fellowship with Him and with one another; we are to serve and be served
without partiality or reservation. Through the revelation of Jesus Christ in
the Scriptures we share the same faith and hope, and reach out in one
witness to all. This unity has its source in the oneness of the triune God,
who has adopted us as His children.

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH
The church is one body with many members, called from every nation, kin-

dred, tongue, and people. In Christ we are a new creation; distinctions
of race, culture, learning, and nationality, and differences between high
and low, rich and poor, male and female, must not be divisive among

us. We are all equal in Christ, who by one Spirit has bonded us into one
fellowship with Him and with one another; we are to serve and be served
without partiality or reservation. Through the revelation of Jesus Christ in
the Scriptures we share the same faith and hope, and reach out in one
witness to all. This unity has its source in the oneness of the triune God,
who has adopted us as His children.

TEXTS FOR FURTHER STUDY
Psalm 133:1; Galatians 3:27-29; Philippians 3:12.
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