UPLINK

LESSON 37
Marriage and Family

A\
i

MATCHING (write the number of the text by the summary that corresponds)

5.1 Corinthians 7:10-14
6.Ephesians 6:1-4
7.Deuteronomy 6:5-9

1.Genesis 2:18-25
2.Ephesians 5:21-33
3.2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1
4 Matthew 19:3-9

___ Biblical marriage is a lifelong commitment that though it refines and tests
us we are to endure and grow through it. Once married we become one
in God’s eyes, and He identifies adultery as the only valid reason to break
this union in divorce though there are valid reasons for separation.

__Mutual submission to each other holding the marriage as the greatest pri-
ority next to God, is a recipe for a durable marriage. Husbands are to love
their wives as Christ loves the church and gave Himself up for her, wives
are to respect their husbands and follow His lead as long as conscience
will allow.

When differences of belief arise in the home after the marriage, this is
an opportunity to express grace unto the conversion of the unbelieving
spouse.

The Christian family is a critical place for children to learn to love and
serve God as a way of life. These lessons are best learned by careful
spiritual instruction and caught by good modeling.

God created Eve as a special partner for Adam. Equal, yet unique, to-
gether they were a match set created in the image of God.

Children are to obey their parents, but parents must be reasonable and
loving. Fathers especially are cautioned to be gentle and hold out reason-
able expectations.

A strong marriage is built on common ground. When considering mar-
riage, a union with an unbeliever is forbidden.
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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH
Marriage was divinely established in Eden and affirmed by Jesus to be a

lifelong union between a man and a woman in loving companionship. For
the Christian a marriage commitment is to God as well as to the spouse,
and should be entered into only between a man and a woman who share
a common faith. Mutual love, honor, respect, and responsibility are the
fabric of this relationship, which is to reflect the love, sanctity, closeness,
and permanence of the relationship between Christ and His church.
Regarding divorce, Jesus taught that the person who divorces a spouse,
except for fornication, and marries another, commits adultery. Although
some family relationships may fall short of the ideal, a man and a woman
who fully commit themselves to each other in Christ through marriage may
achieve loving unity through the guidance of the Spirit and the nurture

of the church. God blesses the family and intends that its members shall
assist each other toward complete maturity. Increasing family closeness is
one of the earmarks of the final gospel message. Parents are to bring up
their children to love and obey the Lord. By their example and their words
they are to teach them that Christ is a loving, tender, and caring guide
who wants them to become members of His body, the family of God which
embraces both single and married persons.
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TEXTS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 22:6; Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 5:31,-32; Mark 10:11-
12; John 2:1-11; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-3; 1 Peter 3:7.
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