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____Before God created man He already had a plan in place to redeem man
should he fall into Satan’s deceptions. There was to be no pay off to Satan to ransom humans from his clutches, rather God established our value
as far beyond the tangible baring His own heart to receive the eternal
consequence of sin.
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____In addition to the scene atop Mount Calvary, the next most compelling
evidence vindicating the character of God is seen in the lives of His followers who count all loss, (Philippians 3:7-9a), that they might be found true
to Jesus the Christ.
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____Heaven is the place where evil rose up to oppose God and His government. This rebellion led to the universal contest between followers of
Satan and God. Upon the expulsion of Satan and his angelic army from
heaven they were cast to planet earth.
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____Separated from Jesus we live a life of self-destructive isolation controlled
by evil. Even in this state we can call out to and be delivered by the power of God. Demons, Satan’s fallen angels, know their former leader and
are powerless to resist His command.
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____In the quest to exalt himself over all that is God’s, Lucifer, the light bearer,
became Satan, the great red dragon. (Contrast his choices with the actions of Jesus (Philippians 2:6-11)
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____Lucifer an exquisitely majestic perfect angel created by God to attend His
throne in heaven, chose to harbor and spread unrest and distrust of God
gradually transitioning to all out rebellion. Through pride and self focus he
irreversibly defiled himself and will ultimately be eternally destroyed.
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____Believing Satan’s lies, Adam and Eve reject God and plunge humanity
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into the slavery of sin. As a consequence, pain and death descend upon
all creation. Yet in the distress of this great loss, God promises deliverance by providing the innocent one to cover nakedness.
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All humanity is now involved in a great controversy between Christ and Satan
regarding the character of God, His law, and His sovereignty over the universe. This conflict originated in heaven when a created being, endowed
with freedom of choice, in self-exaltation became Satan, God’s adversary,
and led into rebellion a portion of the angels. He introduced the spirit of
rebellion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into sin. This human
sin resulted in the distortion of the image of God in humanity, the disordering of the created world, and its eventual devastation at the time of the
worldwide flood. Observed by the whole creation, this world became the
arena of the universal conflict, out of which the God of love will ultimately
be vindicated. To assist His people in this controversy, Christ sends the
Holy Spirit and the loyal angels to guide, protect, and sustain them in the
way of salvation.
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TEXTS FOR FURTHER STUDY
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Job 1:6-12; Zechariah 3:1-4; Matthew 4:1-11; Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 4:3-15;
Luke 10:17-20; Luke 13:16-17; Luke 22:3-6; Luke 22:31-32; John 13:2127; Acts 5:1-11; Acts 26:16-18; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11; 2 Corinthians 11:1314; 2 Corinthians 12:7-9; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:11.
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