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LESSON 21
The Church — God’s Bride
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MATCHING (write the number of the text by the summary that corresponds)

1.John 17:20-23
2.Acts 2:37-47
3.Ephesians 2:17-22
4.Titus 1:5-9

5.Ephesians 4:11-16
6.1 Peter 2:4-10
7.Matthew 28:19-20

____ Through Christ the church replaced the temple as the place where God
would dwell, and encompasses all who respond to His call. The church is
to be built on the foundation of the scriptures with Jesus being the one by
whom all things are measured.

With all the authority of the universe behind Him, Jesus sends His church
out to seek and save the lost, gathering them into His kingdom.

In Christ we become living stones to be places in line with Jesus becom-
ing a spiritual house. As a Christian Church we are a team where each on
is personally redeemed and sent to proclaim His praise.

Just hours before His arrest Jesus prays for all believers down through
time that we will be one with God and each other so that our testimony
might be powerful.

The church is to place no restriction for fellowship, but a standard must
be met for membership and a very high standard for leadership.

God'’s desire is to have leaders in His church who will work to equip the
church to do the work of ministry. Love is to be the power behind every
action as we seek truth and church growth.

The church was established as a support group for the new believers in
Jesus the Christ. Four things marked their association; scripture study,
prayer, fellowship and selfless mission.

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

The church is the community of believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior. In continuity with the people of God in Old Testament times,
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we are called out from the world; and we join together for worship, for
fellowship, for instruction in the Word, for the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper, for service to humanity, and for the worldwide proclamation of the
gospel. The church derives its authority from Christ, who is the incarnate
Word revealed in the Scriptures. The church is God’s family; adopted by
Him as children, its members live on the basis of the new covenant. The
church is the body of Christ, a community of faith of which Christ Himself
is the Head. The church is the bride for whom Christ died that He might
sanctify and cleanse her. At His return in triumph, He will present her to
Himself a glorious church, the faithful of all the ages, the purchase of His
blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but holy and without blemish.

TEXTS FOR FURTHER STUDY
Matthew 16:13-20; Acts 4:32-35; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Corinthians 3:9; 1 Cor-

inthians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 12:12-28; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; Ephesians
1:22-23; Ephesians 3:8-11; Ephesians 5:23-27; Colossians 1:17-18;
Hebrews 10:25.
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